
 

MALUTI CARS AT THE AIRPORT 
9 March 2013 

 
Report by Koos de Beer 
 
Where? In Africa? Bethlehem? Where is that? The representative from the Shelby Foundation in America was surprised 
that the Maluti Antique Auto & Machine Club from Bethlehem in the Free State of all places wants to pay tribute to Carroll 
Shelby who passed away last year. All indications are that this was the first tribute to the late Carroll Shelby whose genius 
inspired the Cobra, the GT40 and the Mustang GT350. Something like this is not undertaken without the involvement of 
other roll players. This was to say the least a rather ambitious project for a car club in Bethlehem to attend. 
 
The idea came about one November evening after a discussion with Ben van Dyk from the Cobra Club of South Africa 
whilst the club attended the Cherry Festival in Ficksburg. Ben undertook to pitch the idea to the club chairperson. Thanks 
to Ben van Dyk’s efforts, the decision was taken that the Cobra Club would make this a formal calendar event and that 
they would attend the show on the 9

th
 of March 2013 at the Bethlehem Airfield. 

 
Maluti Cars at the Airport is a very popular event that has been growing with leaps and bounds despite modest 
beginnings. The first show was conducted under the leadership of club chairperson Tertius du Preez. About 40 cars 
attended the show that was mostly meant as an opportunity for club members to display their vehicles on the local casino 
grounds. Things soon changed when the venue became too small and the club realized that they would have to move to 
a new location. Thanks to the efforts of Dr Clem Harrington, a club member, the local airfield was secured and since 2012 
the airfield has been used to hold the show on. 
 
This concession meant that car owners could line the vehicles up and display their cars on the runway. For the tribute to 
Carroll Shelby the Cobra Club, all GT40s and Mustangs present were paraded onto the runway. At the designated 
moment Ben van Dyk dropped the flag and the owners of all these magnificent sounding V8’s revved the engines in 
honour of the late Mr. Shelby. This process was repeated several times, much to the delight of the crowd that was 
present. The thunder could be heard for miles around! Mr. Shelby would have been pleased. 
 
Being a rather young but ambitious chairperson, Tertius du Preez is one of those guys who believes that there is room for 
all in our wonderful hobby. The MAAMC event caters for modified and unmodified examples of transportation, engines 
and tractors. There is no discrimination allowed on the basis of your automotive persuasion. As long as your hart pumps 
oil and you use petrol for after shave, guys are welcome to join. Magic Photography in Bethlehem was present and they 
filmed and photographed all the vehicles present. All participants receive a free (yes free!) DVD of proceedings posted to 
them afterwards. 
 
The Friday evening started off with the usual Chairman’s bring-and–braai. This was a rather hectic event since cars and 
people kept on arriving late into the night. Mr Peter Lindenberg (yes the well-known race car driver) was present and was 
interviewed by Leon Badenhorst. The Club really appreciated Lindenberg’s efforts. Peter graciously donated some of his 
racing memorabilia and personal possessions to be auctioned off. The appreciative audience eagerly tried to outbid each 
other in order to obtain this rare memorabilia. Afterwards Peter joked by stating that his entire wardrobe will soon be for 
sale and that the Maluti guys will be asked to conduct the auction! 
 
This is the kind of event that attracts all true car lovers. The Saturday again showed that no matter what your vehicular 
persuasion is, you can enjoy it with other passionate people. In total 396 cars arrived and was displayed for the audience. 
What is notable is that the organizers under leadership of Show Co-ordinater, Koos de Beer, encouraged people to open 
up their bonnets and discuss and demonstrate and to start up their vehicles much to the liking of the crowd. Every time a 
car was started, the crowd gathered round and appreciated the workmanship and the noise created. This is clearly not 
one of those shows where you have to be quiet. Organizers encourage attendees to befriend each other and long 
distance friendships are picked up every year. 
 
The beer tent was also well supported by visitors and the atmosphere was enjoyed by all. Safety of the public is 
paramount. The Club also had the privilege of having the Branch Works racing team present with their VW Golf and Opel 
Corsa. These high horse powered cars are yearly pitted against an airplane. This year skilfully piloted by Mr Oswald van 
Eeden. The car versus airplane race has become an institution and was greatly enjoyed by the public. The jury is still out 
on who won and video footage is currently being scrutinized by the guys who enjoyed the spectacle from the beer tent. A 
decision is not expected soon!!!! 
 
The event will again be held on the 9th of March 2014 at the Bethlehem Airfield. Photos are available on Facebook, the 
official Club website, www.maanc.co.za and a DVD of the day’s proceedings can be obtained by emailing 
maluti@lantic.net 
 
Below is a selection of images taken at the show – enjoy! 

http://www.maanc.co.za/
mailto:maluti@lantic.net


 

 
Legendary Racing driver Mr. Peter Lindenberg with members, 

from left to right, Kevin Schroeder, Kornel Smith and Tertius du Preez. 
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Cobra Daytona Racing Car 
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Aircraft race with ZS-JZL a Grumman Agcat 
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1909 Renault Racer and 1909 EMF 



 

 
Shelby Daytona Coupe Mk2 
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Massey Ferguson tractors 

 


